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St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Sunday, March 17th, 2024-8 & 10:30 a.m. 

                                                         Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 

Welcome 

 

Confessions and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who writes the law on our hearts, 

who draws all people together through Jesus.  
All: Amen. 

 

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Holy God,  
All: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break 
free. We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We 
speak in ways that silence others. We are silent when we should speak 
up. We keep score in our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all 
these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen.  

 

P: Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near 
to us, breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the 
promise of life through Jesus Christ.   
All: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray… 
All: O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy 
you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Song 
Sunday-8a.m.        “Eternal Lord Behold Your Church”             ELW # 321 
 10:30a.m.                 “Lead Me to the Cross”  

     

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

32
It will not be like 

the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, says the Lord. 

33
But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law 
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within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 

34
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each 

other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more.  
 

R: This is the word of the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God.  
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10 
   
 

5
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 

the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 
6
as he 

says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of 
Melchizedek.” 

7
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 

8
Although 

he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 
9
and having 

been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 
him, 

10
having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek.  
 

R: This is the word of the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God.  

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John the twelfth chapter beginning at verse 
twenty. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Gospel: John 12:20-33 
   20

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 

21
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said 

to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 
22

Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 

23
Jesus answered them, “The hour 

has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
24

Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but 
if it dies, it bears much fruit. 

25
Those who love their life lose it, and those who 

hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
26

Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor. 

27
“Now my soul is troubled. And what 

should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I 
have come to this hour. 

28
Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 

from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 
29

The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” 

30
Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, 

not for mine. 
31

Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. 

32
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

people to myself.” 
33

He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  
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P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Message 
 

Message 
 

Song 
Sunday-8a.m.                 “See That On Earth Is Dying”                 ELW # 330  
  10:30a.m.                           “I Will Follow”      
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.                                                   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession-see prayer sheet 
 

Offering 
 

Offering Song-Sunday 8a.m. ONLY 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
below; Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 
 

Offering Prayer 
P: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts 
that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not 
only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in 
your name.  
All: Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving  
P: The Lord be with you.   
All: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord.   
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
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Words of Institution 
P: On the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as                                                                                   we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil; 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Communion Distribution  

 

Prayer after Communion  
P: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As 
grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the 
world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
All: Amen.  

 

Announcements 
 

Song  
Sunday-8a.m.                         “Lord of the Dance”                       Insert               
 10:30a.m.                “Build Your Kingdom Here”           
 

Blessing 
P: Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless 
you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and give 
you peace.  
All: Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Share your bread.  
All: Thanks be to God.  
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