
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spirit Alive! 

MARCH NEWSLETTER 2024 | ST. JOHN’’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 

    As I read and reread the script of The Last Supper 
portrayal we are using for Maundy Thursday, the 
thought that I kept having was “how humbling are the 
things that Jesus has done for us.”  This holds so true 
for all of Jesus’ life, and even more so as we reflect 
during holy week. 
   This brought to my mind, one of my sister-in-law’s 
favorite songs. Humble and Kind by Tim McGraw.  (I 
encourage you to listen to the lyrics if you are not 
familiar with the song). Humble and Kind. Don’t these 
words truly describe the way Jesus lived His life? 
   When I looked up the word ‘humble’ in the Bible, it 
referenced me to Philippians, Chapter 2. 
   Verse 3 says “When you do things, do not let 
selfishness or pride be your guide. Instead, be humble 
and give more honor to others than to yourselves.” 
   And verse 8 says “And when he was living as a man, 
he humbled himself and was fully obedient to God, 
even when that caused his death---death on a cross.” 
   As we enter the time before Easter, may we all reflect 
on what Jesus did for us and do our best to live like 
Him---always be humble and kind. 
Happy Easter---He Is Risen!!! 
      Council Member,  
         Linda Mielke 

President-Pat Mielke 

V. President-Amy Bazile 

Secretary-Mandy Malueg 

Brian Sawall 

Crystal Schwan 

Dawn White 

Linda Mielke 

Mary Hoppe 

Melissa Pfeiler 

Ron Krueger 

Wanda Tucker 

Please contact the council 

members for any concerns. 

Happy Easter-He Is Risen!!! 

Koinonia 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pause Ponder Pray 
 

Blessings 
 
This morning, I was playing the radio when I heard “Blessings” by Laura Story. As she 
sang ‘what if your blessings came from pain’ I thought of the upcoming season of 
Lent. Six weeks that will culminate with three days of unfathomable pain and 
humiliation for the dearest, purest, sinless man who ever walked this earth. JESUS. 
 
His ministry was rooted in compassion, forgiveness, mercy, grace, acceptance, and 
love. And he was met with denial, accusations of heresy, rejection, and suspicion. 
 
Our blessings came from HIS pain and sacrifice. Our blessings of eternal life was 
rooted in his pain and death. He conquered death. He revealed to us even death can 
not defeat the love of our Creator Father. 
 
Blessings come in many forms of emotions and events. 
 
Pray that you recognize them. Make an effort to appreciate them and learn from them.  
Be thankful for them. 
 
During this season of Lent humble yourself to realize how blessed you are to have a 
Creator God who cares enough to sacrifice his Son for your eternal life. You did not 
earn it – it is a gift. You do not deserve it – it comes from sacrificial love that is beyond 
human understanding. 
 
God loves each of us as if there were ONLY one of us. Author Unknown 
 
People see God everyday they just don’t recognize him. Pearl Bailey 
 
The church is only the church when it is there for others. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEARS AGO... 

   If you recognize anyone in this picture. 
Please contact the church office so we can 
include the information in next month’s 
newsletter. This picture was found in the 
Diamond Jubilee of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church.  

   This picture was in last month’s 
newsletter.  
   This was a picture of the ushers who 
served the congregation in 1961. Row 1: 
James Poppe, Fred Poppe, Elmer 
Dalum, Howard Hidde, Norman Dieck. 
Row 2: Kenneth Mielke, Reinhard 
Lehman, Harold Krueger, Melvin 
Schroeder, Clifford Solem, Andrew 
Pockat. Row 3: Donald Mielke, Chester 
Krueger, Leonard Zeuske, Hollis Sether, 
Byron Draeger, William Welch, Roy 
Schmidt, Marvin Hintz.   
   Pictures like these can be found in our 
church library. There are also several 
new books, dvds, and cd’s available to 
church members based on the honor 
system.  

Baked French Toast 

1 stick butter 
1 c. brown sugar 
1 loaf French Bread in 3/4” slices 
6 eggs 
2 c. milk 
1 tsp. vanilla 
 
   Melt butter and brown sugar in bottom of 
9x13 pan. Placed sliced bread on the mixture. 
Beat eggs, milk and vanilla. Pour over bread 
and refrigerate overnight. Bake in the morning 
at 350º approximately 3/4 hour or until done. 
May sprinkle cinnamon on top when serving.  
From: Brenda Mehlberg, pg. 195 of Cookin’ With St. John’s 2009 Cookbook  

Young Jesus Chronicles. 12th of February, 2024. https://
ntweblog.blogspot.com/2010/10/young-jesus-chronicles.html 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 
 Becky Van Buren 
 Bev Genskow 
 Braeden Mielke 
 Brian Sawall 
 Clarence Fenner 
(Peggy Hammond’s dad) 
 Corrine Kroening 
 Darla Dieck 
 Dave Krueger 
 Dave Schmidt 
 David Soik 
 Denise Pamperin 
 Dorothy Arndt 
 Jackie Suehring 
 Jaden Stuhr 
 James O. Krueger 
 Jerome Portnoy 
 Jerry Zimdars 
 Kristy Overman 
 Laura Moericke 
 Nancy Helms 
 Nathan Nick 
 Patty (Fournier) Beck 
 Rachel Fischer 
 Will Wege 

 
 
 
 

Prayer for Those In  
Assisted Living 
 Karen Aschenbrenner 
 Anne Erdman 
 Jack Lozier 
 Arnold Kriesel 
 Gloria Krieser 
 Mary Mengert 
 Lois Miller 

 
 

Month End:                January 2024 
     Year to Date 

General Fund: 
Revenue                 $ 17,553 
Expenses                 $ 19,257 
 

Financial Condition- 
Balances as of January 31st 
General Fund                     $ 39,253 
Building &                
Church Improvements         100,208 
Benevolence Fund                  1,184 
Special Funds                   46,339 
Check EFT                               1,039 
Total                 $188,023 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 235 

318 E. Garfield Ave. 
Marion, WI  54950 

************************************************ 
Office Manager:  Sheri Fuhrman 

Financial Secretary:  Mandy Malueg 
stjohnsfinance@gmail.com 

Phone:  715-754-5201 
Website:  www.stjohnsmarion.org 

Email: churchoffice@stjohnsmarion.org 
Finance Email: accounting@stjohnsmarion.org 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
   We are grateful for the ways 
Thrivent Members share generosity. 
To designate your Thrivent Choice 
dollars visit thrivent.com/
thriventchoice, call 800-847-4836, or 
contact your local Thrivent financial 
professional. Designating dollars is an 
important step to take each year by 
March 31st.  

Campership Scholarships are available 
through St. John’s to help offset 75% 
of camp costs. The  scholarship 
application can be found at https://
www.stjohnsmarion.org/information-
forms/. Crossways is also looking for 
staff to help this summer. For more 
information about Crossways, contact 
them at 920-882-0023; e-mail 
info@crosswayscamps.org or visit their 
website at www.crosswayscamps.org. 

http://thrivent.com/thriventchoice?fbclid=IwAR2H5zt8jEQVM4V-8ivJjcPNIrgCTba884-uKnmXBH2mfpijmAOzVcaca4c
http://thrivent.com/thriventchoice?fbclid=IwAR2H5zt8jEQVM4V-8ivJjcPNIrgCTba884-uKnmXBH2mfpijmAOzVcaca4c
https://www.stjohnsmarion.org/information-forms/
https://www.stjohnsmarion.org/information-forms/
https://www.stjohnsmarion.org/information-forms/
mailto:info@crosswayscamps.org
http://www.Crosswayscamps.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The above picture is from Council 
Installation at the 8a.m. worship service 
on February 11th, 2024. Pictured above 
from left to right are: Ron Krueger, 
Crystal Schwan, Melissa Pfeiler, Mary 
Hoppe, Brian Sawall, Amy Bazile and 
Pastor Bob Wilkinson.  

Quake 
   Pictured below are the pre-confirmands 
and confirmand who attended Quake in 
Wisconsin Dells at the Wilderness Resort 
on Feb. 16th-18th. Pictured from left to 
right are Stephan Krueger, Finn Polzin, 
Harper Polzin, Brystal Burr, Kiza Tarr, and 
Bria Rabe. A huge thank you to the 
chaperones who safely transported, fed 
and attended the faith enhancing 
workshops. The chaperones were Amber 
Hedtke, Andy and Heather Krueger.  
 
   Thank you to all who donated time, 
money, and food so the kids could attend 
Quake.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS      SOUL OPPORTUNITES 
• AED 
   An AED, or automated external 
defibrillator, is used to help those 
experiencing sudden cardiac arrest. 
The church has an AED located in the 
back of the sanctuary, in the left 
stairwell going up to the balcony. 
Training to use the AED will be in the 
Parish Hall on March 10

th
 at 11:30a.m. 

If you plan on attending, please let the 
church office know so the trainer is 
notified of how many to expect at the 
training. 
 
• Camelot Worship 
   Camelot Worship service is typically 
the first Wednesday of each month at 
the Camelot Apartments at 3:00p.m. 
The Camelot Service is a community 
outreach program. It is an opportunity to 
worship and receive Holy Communion.  
 
• Communion 
   The next time communion will be 
offered is Sunday, March 10th at 8a.m. 
and 10:30a.m. services, Sunday, March 
24th 8a.m. and 10:30a.m., Thursday, 
March 28th, and Sunday, March 31st at 
both the 8a.m. and 10:30a.m. services.  
 
• First Communion Classes 
   For those who are not yet sharing in 
Holy Communion that are second grade 
or above, there will be two classes on 
Wednesday evening on April 3

rd
 and 

10th from 5-6p.m. A parent or guardian 
is required to attend. Please let us know 
if you want to attend these classes so 
we have enough materials. April 14

th
 at 

10:30a.m. will be the date to celebrate 
partaking in Holy Communion. 
Sponsors and families are encouraged 
to attend this service to support those 
taking this step of faith.  

• Backpack Program 
   Thank you to all who volunteered and repre-
sented our church with filling the backpacks in 
the month of February. Again thank you! 
 
• Flowers 
   If you wish to have a flower in memory or 
in honor of, on Easter Sunday, please sign-
up on the clipboard in the back of church or 
call the church office by Thursday, March 
14

th
.  

 
• Funerals 
   We thank all of the volunteers that help 
with funerals whether it is a monetary dona-
tion, bringing food, or helping in the kitchen. 
Thank you for providing for members and 
their families at such as needed time. If you 
have brought food for funerals, please be 
sure to stop by the church kitchen to pick up 
any dishes that may have been left from a 
previous funeral. 
  
• Meeting Jesus at the Table 
   Lent is a season for the deepened reflection 
on the meaning of Jesus’ life and ministry, 
death, and resurrection.  It is also a time for us 
to reflect on what it means to be called to fol-
low Jesus in our own lives individually and as 
communities of faith.  In the study, Meeting Je-
sus at the Table, we will follow Gospel read-
ings that represent a range of stories about 
food and feasting from the life and teaching of 
Jesus.  We hope that these table stories draw 
you closer to Christ and to one another as the 
body of Christ and that you will always be able 
to recognize him in the breaking and sharing 
of bread. We ask that each week you bring an 
item for the Food Pantry. 
 
• Wanted 
   We are looking for Worship Leaders and 
Readers and members to give Home Com-
munion. If you are interested, please contact 
the church office. 
 





CHURCH CALENDAR 
Church Services 
March 3rd, 17th, 25th-8 & 10:30a.m. Worship 
March 6th, 13th, 20th-6p.m. Worship 
March 10th-8 & 10:30a.m. Worship with Communion (Pastor Bob Wilkinson)  
  Daylight Savings 
March 24th-8 & 10:30a.m. Worship with Communion (Pastor Nicole Behnke-Welke)  
   Palm Sunday 
March 27th-No Worship Service 
March 28th– 6p.m. Last Supper Worship with Communion (Pastor Jenn Pockat) 
March 29th-1:30p.m. Good Friday Worship 
March 31st-8 & 10:30a.m. Easter Sunday Worship with Communion (Pastor Lois 
Graper)  
April 3rd-No Worship Service 
    
Camelot Worship-March 6th at 3p.m.  
 
Confirmation Class-Please attend Lenten Services in place of class.  
 
Worship & Music-Monday, March 18th at 5p.m. 
 
Council-Tentative date of March 19th at 6:45p.m. 
 
AED Training-March 10th at 11:30a.m. in the Parish Hall-Call Church office if you 
plan on attending  
 
Dominos-Every Wednesday 1p.m. 
 
Quilting-Every Wednesday 12:30p.m. 
 
Yoga-NO CLASS on Thursdays; Mondays at 9a.m. 
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