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THE GIFT OF FAITH

As | sit down to write this article | think of the craziness of the
world and how we just can’t seem to get better. | fear that we just
can’t seem to change and do better. | heard a song for the first
time just the other day Stay Strong by Danny Gokey, a Christian
artist that expressed this sentiment perfectly. Part of the lyrics
are...

I've been waitin' for breakthrough, I've been prayin' for change
I know You'll work it all for good but how long will it take?
I've been asking for healing and I'm not gonna lie
I'm ready for the miracle, God, let it be this time

But if | never see the promise on this side of the grave
My hope might be shaken but my faith will never break

These lyrics hit me so hard, my hope for the future is shaken,
but | hope my faith will never break. God gives us this special gift
called faith, so we can do amazing things for Him. Today, | want
to encourage us all to step out of our comfort zone and exercise
that gift. Faith give us so much potential. It can motivate us to
move forward in the plans God has for us. Our fear causes us to
dread the future, and it can keep us from saying and doing things
that God places in our heart. When we are ready to let go, God is
right there to fight our battles. We just have to learn to trust Him,
and that comes through experience, as we take each new step of
faith. Instead of trying to pray our problems away, we should pray
for strength and courage and for the power to endure whatever
God has planned for us. With God’s help, | pray we don'’t let our
fear be stronger than our Faith. Keep seeking God!

As Romans 8:31 says, If God is for us, who can be against us?
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Call Committee Update

The call committee has been formed which includes: Jackie Suehring, Tracy
Conradt, Sharon Piastowski, Tom Pamperin and Kay Tellock. Jackie Stuhr and Lee
Kersten will serve if one of other committee members are not able to.

The Ministry Site Profile, known as the MSP has been completed (by the MSP
committee). The Ministry Site Profile describes our mission so candidates can
understand who St. Johns is. This now has been submitted to the synod so possible
candidates can review what St. Johns wants in a future pastor. The committee put in
many hours to complete the MSP committee, that committee was: Pat Mielke, Tracy
Conradt, Jackie Suehring, Linda Mielke, Brian Sawall, Bart Moericke, Tom Pamperin,
Jackie Stuhr. Please thank them when you see them for their hard work to complete
this for St. Johns.

The Call Committee met with Pastor Asher to understand what the call process will
look like. We have completed our first step of the process which was to create a list
of interview questions that will be asked of the candidates so we are ready to conduct
an interview when a candidate is available.

Our focus as the Call Committee is to be open to all candidates that are consistent
with what has been identified in the MSP.

As a boy, | wanted to be a minister. Since my Dad was a pastor, | would practice
preaching a sermon quite often in an empty sanctuary at Sturgeon Bay Baptist
Church. In my immature way, | would talk quite often about the choices of a life path,
which travels either on a high road or a low road. | must’'ve heard a sermon at some
time in my young life concerning the choices available of traveling the correct road.
The other day | was looking at this verse in Hebrews 5:8: “even though Jesus was
God’s son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered”. | think a lot about
obedience in my life. How does obedience relate to my disability? | feel blessed every
day to get up, hopefully to enjoy a sunny day and thankfully to share my day with
Rhonda, and those who may stop by to visit. There are days | just can’t comprehend
the blessing of living another day, maybe even another year on my ALS journey. A
journey that all odds makers have said should have ended a few years ago. | believe
each breath God gives has a purpose and is a gift. That’s not to say that my life is
getting easier because it's not. My disability grows each day and does get harder. |
believe | need to acknowledge my hardships without letting them define me. One of
my favorite authors and a mentor that | never met is Chuck Swindoll. | love his
following statement: “If I'm told that the road to my glorious destination is marred by
loose rocks and potholes, every jolt along the way reminds me that I’'m on the right
road”. | want to cry when | think about my boyish sermon as | think about traveling to
our heavenly destination on either the high road or the low road. | think it's never too
late to travel that high road or even to reroute my journey, even if it is filled with
potholes and problems. My understanding is that Jesus walked that same road as |
have, so it is easy to follow a God who has walked my road with even greater
potholes and greater suffering. | think that obedience in my life helps me to enjoy my
worship with God more fully. I've had to learn obedience during the suffering in my
ALS journey even if ALS is not what | would’ve chosen for myself. My prayer
continues to be that I learn from this suffering and that | remember to remain faithful in
prayer for others who are also suffering. | desire to remain faithful, potholes and all,
as | look to find and travel on that high road | heard about so many years ago.

Written by Lee Sleiter



Pause Ponder Pray
Selfless Love

Selfless love- to be more concerned with the needs and wishes of others than
one’s own

Selfless love in its purest form is mimicking Jesus. It’s removing the barriers-
overcoming the fear-poo pooing the inconvenience, the judgements and seeing the
need. It is love in action! Doing what is needed.

Jesus spent his years on earth living a life of selfless love. No one was a burden to
him-an inconvenience a nobody. He sought out the company of everyone. He
snubbed every cultural rule, every racial barrier.

He healed-he welcomed-he taught-he cared-he loved!

Can we do that? Can we overcome our social barriers, or prejudicial ideas, and our
fears?

We have the ultimate role model in our Savior. He continually left people
dumbfounded and perplexed with his consistent life of selfless love. Why? Because
fear can’t afford selfless love, pride doesn’t understand it, but a recipient will never

forget it. All the people he touched and has touched can’t forget.

YOU cannot forget.

Jesus sacrificed His life for ours. He died for each of us because He knew we were
worth it. We didn’t earn it, we never could. We couldn’t earn enough merit badges, or
good deeds to even the tally sheet. Jesus is selfless love.

That gift is for ALL OF US.

Take a leap of faith and choose to live a selfless love toward others. Connect with the
friend who needs someone to listen
Make room at the table for the extra kid who shows up at meal time
Replace judgement with compassion
Replace too busy with offering a helping hand

People grow where they are loved!!



Between Hope and Despair
So many people are like tightrope walkers. In one hand they
have a sack filled with their unjust past, in the other hand a sack
filled with the anticipated future. They are balancing between
hope and despair. That attitude is wrong.
Have you the Holy Spirit, or has the Holy Spirit you?
God has not given us a spirit of fear, but a spirit of power and love and a sound
mind.-2 Timothy 1:7 Phillips
Prayer: Lord, with our weak hand in your strong hand, we walk so victoriously.
Ten Boom, Corrie, Each New Day. Grand Rapids, M|, Revell a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 1977, 2003, 2013 by Corrie ten Boom.

It’s All In How You Read It

“‘Job was born with a bad temper,” the boy said.
“‘How do you know so much?” asked his friend.

“The Bible says, 'Job cursed the day he was born.”
Ingram, Judge William Ray and Goodman, Charles. Church Humor Digest ©. Memphis, TN, Castle Books, Inc. Copyright © 1991

Prove it!

In Jesus Christ, Superstar, King Herod mocks the bound prisoner who's brought to
his courtyard. “So, you are the Christ. You’re the great Jesus Christ!” he sings. “Prove
to me that you're no fool: Walk across my swimming pool!”

Likewise, the Pharisees demand evidence that Jesus is speaking for God (see
Matthew 12:38). It's easy to poke fun at them, but have you ever faced a tough
decision and thought, “If only God would give me a sign”?

Jesus tells the religious teachers about the “sign of Jonah,” a metaphor for his
upcoming death and resurrection. Though it’'s meant to be a sign for all, not everyone
accepts it as truth. Luke 16:31 notes that if the rich man’s brothers weren’t
predisposed to listen to Moses and the prophets, then “they will not be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead” (NIV). Signs are useful only to people who
accept their messages and act accordingly.—adapted from The Wired Word

“Consider”
Consider the lilies of the field whose bloom is brief:
g We are as they; like them we fade away, as doth a leaf.

Consider the sparrows of the air of small account:
Our God doth view whether they fall or mount, he guards us
too.

Consider the lilies that do neither spin nor toil,
Yet are most fair: What profits all this care and all this coil?

Consider the birds that have no barn nor harvest-weeks;
God gives them food: Much more our Father seeks to do us good.
—Christina Rossetti

Advice from Former Ladies Aid
While going through former records at church. | ran across a notebook filled with
good advice that was tucked in with the Ladies Aid information. The advice was too
good to not share, especially as we are approaching spring.
“The best way to distinguish between weeds and flowers is to cut them all down-
those to come up first are weeds.”

Copyright © 2022 by Communication Resources, Inc. All rights reserved. PO Box 9290, Canton OH 44711. www.ChurchArt.com. Senior Editor: Stephanie Martin.



A God with scars

If anyone has ever asked you why a loving God allows suffering, you’ve probably
developed a theodicy. That’s a fancy word for defending belief in divine goodness
despite evil's existence. Theologians who tackle this profound mystery note that God
himself wasn’t spared from pain. Despite his sinlessness as true God, Jesus endured
crucifixion as true man. As proof of that sacrifice, his body was scarred.

Those marks feature in a poem by English pastor Edward Shillito. Seeing wounded
combatants return from World War |, he wondered how the Gospel could seem like
good news to them. When Shillito realized that Christianity alone features a God who
suffered, he wrote “Jesus of the Scars” to offer comfort and hope. The poem
concludes: I
The other gods were strong; but thou wast weak; !
They rode, but thou didst stumble to a throne; /

But to our wounds only God’s wounds speak; ;’( ‘,ﬁ

And not a god has wounds, but thou alone. b

i‘\ Bible Quiz
@ === |n the Gospels, Jesus raised several people from death. Which of
V 1™ the following was not one of them?

A. Tabitha

B. Jairus’s daughter
C. Awidow’s son
D. Lazarus

Christian Symbol

SHAMROCK — St. Patrick used the shamrock to teach people about
the Godhead. Holding up a shamrock, he challenged them, “Is this
one leaf, or three?” Inevitably, people replied that it was both,
prompting St. Patrick to draw the analogy that so, too, is God: one

God in three Persons — the Holy Trinity.

More Faith

Excerpt from Bob Goff's book Live in Grace Walk in Love 2019 Nelson Books

Some friends and | started a “Bible Doing” group. We read what Jesus said and
then schemed ways to actually go do those things. It might sound strange, but think
about it: Jesus never said, “study Me,” He said, “Follow Me.”

Jesus invited us to find people who don’t have food and to get them something to
eat. He said to hang out with people in prison. He said if you know someone who
doesn’t have a place to stay, help them find one. He was all about doing things for
widows and orphans, not becoming informed about them.

Following Jesus is way more exciting than studying Him. Do we need to know the
Scriptures? You bet. But don’t stop there. Our faith can start to get confusing and
boring when we exercise it by debating about it, I'm not really sure what happens
when we get to heaven. We'll find out when we get there. What we do know is this:
Jesus invited us to be a part of the redemptive movement He started when He was
here. It's a pretty extraordinary invitation, and it's easy to understand.

You want more faith? Do more stuff. Answer from Bible Quiz Above: A (See Acts 9, Mark 5, Luke 7, John 11.)
Copyright © 2022 by Communication Resources, Inc. All rights reserved. PO Box 9290, Canton OH 44711. www.ChurchArt.com. Senior Editor: Stephanie Martin.



2023 St. John’s Lutheran Church Marion
8:00 a.m.

Community Lenten Breakfast menu:
Week 2. Thursday, March 2:

Speaker: Pastor Janice Kuder , From: St. Peters Lutheran Church, Big
Falls

French Toast, Kielbasa, Cheese, Apple Sauce, Milk, Orange Juice, and Coffee
Week 3. Thursday, March 9:

Speaker: Carol Polzin __, From: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Marion

Scrambled Eggs, Hash browns, Bacon, Danish Pastries, Cheese, Apple Sauce,
Orange Juice, Milk, Coffee

Week 4. Thursday, March 16:

Speaker: Pastor _Tim Lofgren ., From: Bethlehem Lutheran Church , Pella

Sausage Gravy with Biscuits, Southern Fried Cubed Potatoes, Fresh Fruit, Cheese,
Milk, Orange Juice and Coffee

Week 5. Thursday, March 23:

Speaker: Pastor ___Dean Suehring , From: Three Churches, St. John’s Lutheran
Church, Tigerton and Caroline, and Immanuel, Caroline

French Toast, Ham, Cheese, Apple Sauce, Milk, Orange Juice, and Coffee
Week 6. Thursday, March 30:

Speaker: Pastor__Lois Graper , From: Tulip Churches, Tilleda

Quiche, Fruit Cocktail, Kringles, Milk, Orange Juice and Coffee

—




St. John's Lutheran Church
PO Box 235 » 318 E Garfield Ave » Marion WI 54950

To: Second grade Students and Parents
From: Church Office

Re: First Communion Classes (For those not yet sharing in Holy Communion)

Greetings Parents and Students,

You are invited to participate in classes focusing on Holy Communion. Your sharing

in these classes will enable you to commune as we celebrate the sacrament of
Holy Communion.

There will be two classes at 1p.m. on Sunday, April 2" (Palm Sunday) and Sunday,
April 16th.

A parent or guardian is required to attend with each child.

The young people will be recognized on Sunday, April 23rd at one service at
9:30a.m. in the sanctuary.

Please contact the church office by Monday, March 27th to let us know you will be
attending.

Phone: (715) 754-5201 or email us at churchoffice@stjohnsmarion.org

We look forward to sharing this important step in the children’s walk of faith.

Blessings,
Sheri Fuhrman

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA Church Office
Manager

Website: www.stjiohnsmarion.org | Email: churchoffice@stjohnsmarion.org | Phone: (715) 754-5201
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Month End: January 2023 A Praye rs

Vootopae Becky Van Buren

Beverly Genskow
Corrine Kroening
Dave Krueger
Dennis “Pewee” Schlender
Evelyn Rieckmann
Jaden Stuhr

Larry Dieck

Lynn M.

Patty (Fournier) Beck
Nathan Nick

Terri Mykisen

Will Wege

General Fund:
Revenue $ 10,685
Expenses $ 14,219

Benevolence:
Balance on Hand $ 780

SIS e e Ity iy

Financial Condition-

Balances as of January 31st
General Fund $ 28,950
Building &

Church Improvements 72,311
Benevolence Fund 780

<> @ ® *

<>

Special Funds 44,496
Check EFT 601 ~ Prayer for Those In

Total $147,138 Assisted Living

Current Debt Balances Due: Karen Aschenbrenner

Endowment $ 10,463 ~+: Anne Erdman
Gloria Krieser

Loan Payments: Lois Miller
Endowment $ 2,500 “ « Joyce Miller

UPCOMING PARISH HALL PROJECT ' : : i
It is time to update the Parish Hall. The : Prayer fOr' ‘the Famlly &

cost is estimated to be $22,000 to $25,000. FEEE S TS aT0 (510

We are looking to complete this in a timely Douglas Jensen

matte_r_as some pf the tiles in the Parish Hall James Schivan

are visibly drooping. In and amongst the cost

listed above, the ladies restroom in the Great

Room and repairing the paint in the alcove :

will be fixed as well. In your giving please St. J°h’|‘DSOL‘I‘3ther2“‘3"5Ch”r°h
consider donating towards this project. ; : 318 E. (.;ar(;;(eld Avo.

Marion, WI' 54950
Office Manager: Sheri Fuhrman
Financial Secretary: Mandy Malueg
stjohnsfinance@gmail.com
Phone: 715-754-5201
Website: www.stjohnsmarion.org
Email: churchoffice@stjohnsmarion.org
Finance Email: accounting@stjohnsmarion.org




St. John’s Church Council Minutes — January 17, 2023
Council members present: Amy Bazile, Mandy Malueg, Mary Hoppe, Ron Krueger,
Shirl Tischauser, Brian Sawall, Wanda Tucker, Pat Breitenfeldt, Also present: Sheri
Fuhrman Absent: Tracy Conradt, Kelly Trebus and Melissa Pfeiler

Meeting called to order by Amy Bazile at 6:30p.m. Shirl opened with devotions and
prayer.

The mission statement was read together.

Member Comments: No member comments were reported.

Secretary’s Report: The meeting minutes for December, 2022, were reviewed. A
motion was made by Shirl, seconded by Brian, to approve the Council minutes as
presented. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: A motion was made by Ron, seconded by Mary, to approve the
December 2022 financial statements as presented. Motion carried.

Vital Statistics: No vital statistics were reported.

Old Business: Items of Old Business considered were:

Call Committee Update — The first joint meeting was held. Kay Tellock will be the
chairperson.

Approve MSP — A motion was made by Wanda and seconded by Brian to approve
the MSP. Motion carried.

Other Old Business — None were reported.

New Business: Iltems of New Business considered were:

Approve Annual Meeting Agenda — A motion was made by Pat, seconded by Ron to
approve annual meeting agenda with addition. Motion carried.

Elevator Phone Proposal — The inspector stated that the phone in the elevator
should have the ability to call an emergency, direct line. The cost to replace the
phone will be $1400. A motion was made by Shirl, seconded by Pat to approve
the work order. Motion carried.

Lenten Breakfast — Ron stated the menu has been planned and guest speakers
have been confirmed.

New Council Installation — Council installation will be held on February 12, 2023 at
both services.

Approve Money Counter — A motion was made by Ron, seconded by Wanda to
approve money counters. Motion carried.

Any Other New Business — Items of new Business considered were:

Parish Hall Update — Shirl will coordinate the start of the project. Fran
Schider will be contacted regarding dates to begin the project.




Action Team Reports: The following Action Team reports were provided:

Property — Ron stated that the gutters will be installed on Wednesday. Ron will
ask Kyle if he would be willing to remove any branches that may be on the roof.
The heated room in the shed is working well. The dartboard is here and was used
on Tuesday.

Education — Confirmation is scheduled for October 29, 2023.

Ash Wednesday — There will be a soup supper before the Ash Wednesday
service.

Closed Session: none

The next meeting will be on February 21, 2023, at 6:30 pm.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

EMERGENCY SPIRITUAL HELP

Please call the church office if you are ill,
in the hospital, or in need of spiritual help.
There are Pastors and Lay Leaders trained.

COMMUNION
The next time communion will be offered is
Sunday, March 5™ at 8a.m. and 10:30a.m.

DISHES

Are you missing a dish at home? Please
check out the many dishes in the back of the
sanctuary.

Easter Flowers

If you wish to have a flower in memory or in
honor, please sign-up on the clipboard in the
back of church or call the church office by
March 30th. The flowers can be picked up after
the worship service on Easter, Sunday, April
9th. Please drop off the flowers by Thursday,
April 6th before 4:30p.m. Flowers purchased
from Larrabee Gardens will be delivered to the
church.

FOOD PANTRY
Food pantry needs for March are eggs and
juice. Food pantry wants are paper towels.

LENTEN WORSHIP

The sermon series titled Journey of
Stones written by Pastor Steve Molin will take
us on a powerful, prayerful journey through the

UPCOMING EVENTS

season of Lent. Drawing on the rich imagery of
rocks and stones in scripture, these messages
center around the compelling metaphor of
stones (and our willingness to throw them) as
representative of our sins. Each sermon tells a
story, grounded in the living Word of God, in the
history of God's people and in the call to be
faithful Christians in this age. This Journey of
Stones will allow us to confess our faith,
acknowledge our sins and stand together at the
foot of the cross proclaiming the good news of
Jesus's resurrection on Easter Sunday.

SIGN IN FOR WORSHIP

When you attend worship services please sign
in on the yellow legal pad outside the Sanctuary
or Parish Hall. This helps us keep an accurate
record of weekly attendance and number of
those communing with us. These numbers are
reported yearly to the synod.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We are starting to look ahead to the 2023-24
Sunday School year. We would love for you to
be a part of our Sunday School team. We are
looking for teachers, helpers, and people to
help run the movies and make popcorn when
we are in theater. It may sound a little scary,
but we are hoping that you may take a little time
in the next few months to come and see what
it's all about. Please feel free to drop in to help/
observe. Many hands make light work so
please prayerfully consider helping with Sunday
School.

Wednesday, March 15th
-Lenten Woarship 6p.m.

! :
- Wednesday, March 1st
-Lenten Worship 6p.m.

Sunday, March 19"
-Worship at 8a.m. & 10:30a.m.

Sunday, March 5th
-Communion offered at 8a.m. & 10:30a.m.

Wednesday, March 8th
-Lenten Worship 6p.m.

Sunday, March 26th
-Communion offered at 8a.m. & 10:30a.m.

Sunday, March 12th !
-Set your clocks, etc. ahead one hour
-Communion offered at 8a.m. & 10:30a.m.
b Thursday, March 30"
' -Last Day to Sign-up for Flower Recognition

Wednesday, March 29th
-Lenten Worship 6p.m.
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(L neaponal reminder

Signs of spring remind us of God’s promises.

RUZABEY

Directions: Use the picture code and clues to complete Isaiah 61:11, NIV.

* plants grow here e seeds are planted in this

2 to coil and jump * when watered, these make plants
Vv

(\)
also a season of the year
( year) {} another word for seedling

64 to expand and get bigger

Forasthe . ~ makesthe
A
\ v,
comeupanda _ causes
*
_____ to _ .sothe
-~ Y

Sovereign LORD will make righteousness

up before all nations.

and praise

ISAIAH 61:11, NIV
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The S Finger Prayer

Thumb: These closest te you, your family.

Pointer: These that
peint you in the right

direction (teachers,
dectoers, priests) ask
for wisdem & suppert.

Index: (tallest) Thoese
that lead vs,
(&evernment) ask for
guidance & wisdem.

Ring: (wealkest) Thoese
that are weak, in trouble, or in pain. We cannet
pray tee much for them.

Pinkie: (smallest) ®ur prayers for curselves & our

ewn needs.

Start with the thumb-closest to your heart and move on to the other digits, leave YOU
for last.



Lent Kindness Challenge
Share kindness as a Lenten practice during this six-week season. Hang the calendar on a wall or the fridge where

you’ll see it every day. From Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday, see how many of these acts of kindness you

can complete. Check off each action you complete. (It’s okay to do some of them more than once!)
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