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From the Desk of

Pastor Sara Gorman
While 2021 just started (or will start in a few days
depending when you get this) the church new year
was over a month ago. Our church calendar started
on November 29, with the First Sunday in Advent as
we anticipated Christ’s birth on Christmas Day. But
here we are, at the beginning of a new calendar year,
wondering what this year will hold. While 2020 likely
didn’t shape up to be what we imagined it could be,
that doesn’t have to determine how 2021 goes. This
is a new year, full of new possibilities, new activities,
and new beginnings. So, join us at St. John’s as we
start new, and continue what’s important to this
community. Keep your eyes open, and dream of what
2021 can bring.

<>< Pastor Sara

President—Kelly Trebus
V. President — Tom Pamperin
Secretary — Liz Fischer
Nancy Helms
Mary Hoppe
Curly Krueger
Carol Polzin
Shirl Tischauser
Wanda Tucker
Please contact the council
members for any concerns.

To the people of the East-Central Synod of Wisconsin,
God’s peace be with you! You have been church in the midst of pandemic for about 10 months,
now. Even those of us who are most energized by change and the challenge of problem-solving are
weary and counting losses, including the terrible and mounting cost of lives lost and harmed because
of the virus. The leaders of congregations and other ministry contexts in our synod have had to make
countless decisions, trying to keep people meaningfully connected, but also trying to prevent church
gatherings from being a place where the virus spreads. While pandemic pastoring at Luther College, I
found myself wishing for just one thing to not be totally new and strange.
Isaiah 43 describes God who sustains life and accompanies creation through the new and the
strange as well as through all kinds of suffering. God makes a way in the wilderness, rivers in the
desert. God is present and gives protection through flood and fire. At the Rev. Dr. Terrence Fretheim’s
funeral, I was reminded that this is also the only place in scripture where God says, speaking to the
people directly through the prophet, “I love you” (43:4.)
Beloved people of God and leaders of God’s church, with gratitude and affirmation for your ongoing
creative work and decision-making in your contexts and conferences, Synod Council VP Kerry
Fehrman and I offer these guidelines for worship and gathering. Our hope is that this will help relieve
some of the burden of decision-fatigue facing leaders in our synod; we recognize that the constantly
changing nature of pandemic makes that difficult to avoid.
These recommendations are based on the work of the Wisconsin Council of Churches, available
along with many resources for worship during the pandemic at wichurches.org.
·
Avoid in-person gatherings. While there are steps that can be taken to make in-person
gathering safer—consistent and correct use of face coverings, staying home when sick, maintaining
physical distance, limiting the number of people who gather, limiting the amount of time in the
gathering space, no singing or woodwind or brass instruments, gathering outdoors or in a wellventilated space—there is no way to eliminate the risk of gathering in-person during the pandemic.
The Body of Christ gathers online, via radio or TV broadcast, through services where members can
dial in to worship by phone or on recordings delivered to members who don’t have internet access.
The phone calls and online meetings you have been making to check in on people and keep them
connected to the church and to each other: this is the church, working to keep people healthy on many
levels.
·
Commit to your safest gathering plan through Feb. 14 (at least.) We’ve seen that we are
capable of adapting quickly when needed, and we thank God for that and for the difficult and lifesaving work of each congregation and leader in this synod. Keeping this level of emergency response
alertness going over the course of months, though, is exhausting. Rather continually reassessing and
adapting plans based on public health data, assume that we will be in an active pandemic through
cold and flu season, and make plans for the seasons of Christmas and Epiphany accordingly.
·
Make low/no-contact plans for Ash Wednesday. Lent comes early this year (Feb. 17)
Ash Wednesday is typically a high-touch day. It is hard to imagine this day without the pastoral act
of imposing ashes in the context of worship, but quick outdoor home visits or drive up imposition of
ashes (safer) or distributing ashes in to-go kits and then gathering over Zoom (safest) are
possibilities.
Advent preparation has taken on new layers of meaning; planning and preparing for Christmas
gatherings has not looked at all the same this year. Thank you for the care you have taken in that
planning and preparation, and know that in the newness, the strangeness, the suffering and the loss
of this season, God is with you. Jesus who is the way, Jesus who is unfailing living water, Jesus,
Immanuel, is right in the midst with you and with all creation. God bless and keep you as you bear
witness to this Good News.
Gratefully,
Bishop Anne Edison-Albright
Synod Vice President Kerry Fehrman

ANNUAL MEETING
Tentatively scheduled for
Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 10:30 A.M.
IMPORTANT MESSAGE
One item on the Agenda will be a proposal to change the Terms of Council members
from 2 terms of 2 years to 3 terms of 2 years. After 6 consecutive years on Council,
the individual is not eligible to run for office again for one full year.
A second item on the agenda is discussion on resolving the constitution to be
adaptable to a pandemic.
After the council meeting scheduled Jan. 19th a format of the meeting will be
communicated. Please watch your email, Facebook, the website, Twitter and
Instagram for further information.

REMINDER:
50 Congregation Voting Members are needed for a quorum at this meeting.
ALL Committee Reports need to be submitted to the church office by Jan 4th.

Council Thoughts
I’m quite sure we
are all praying for a
calm, safe and
PEACEFUL 2021!
God gave us the
gift of life and, with
Jesus, the gift of
forgiveness and eternity.
Our nation is a
mixed bag of ethnicities
and cultures. With the
New
Year,
we
celebrate in many
different ways, but
have the one thing
in common: our
hope and the longing
for forgiveness and a
“fresh start”. Each
New Year, we hit
the reset button.
This New Year we
are praying for
normalcy & safety
for our loved ones.
We make promises
to live better. By
Easter, we’ve started
to
forget
the
promises made New
Year. We renew
our promise to God
and we gather as
God’s family to
honor Jesus sacrifice
that we may have
forgiveness, and the
new “fresh start”.
This is HUGE!
Who gets a new
chance? We all do!
On Memorial Day,

we remember those
who are no longer
here and honor
they who have
made the sacrifice to
preserve our freedoms
and protect our
wellbeing. We gather
with friends or
alone quietly and
we hit the reset
button,
with
a
promise to God
that we will not
waste this gift.
Independence Day:
The celebration of
the birth of our
country, with freedom
from oppression and
freedom to worship
as we please. We
celebrate the fresh
start of an ENTIRE
NATION. Thanksgiving
is a time to be
thankful for all that
we
have,
but
mostly (as we’ve
learned this past
year) our friends
and family. Thanks
be to God that we
were fortunate to
sit at the table (the
phone, or computer)
with those we love.
Refreshing
our
commitment to each
other. Christmas, the
birth of our Savior.
The gift sent from

God to give us
that fresh start with
forgiveness and hope.
Now as the January
snow falls, let us
marvel
at
the
beauty.
Let
it
cleanse our world
and our souls.

When you see the
snow, enjoy the
sparkle and brightness
with the hope of a
fresh start in the
New Year.
Sincerely,
Shirl Tischauser

COVID-19 Task Force
The Task Force has decided at
this time we will not be
worshipping together in the
sanctuary or parish hall during the
month of January. The Task Force
will
be
offering
Drive-By
Communion in January. Please
put the following dates on your
calendar:
Saturday, January 9- 10:00-12:00
Sunday, January 10-10:00-12:00

St. John’s Finance Report
Month End:

November 2020
Year to Date

General Fund:
Revenue
Expenses

$ 152,512
$ 175,407

Benevolence:
Revenue
Expenses

$ 9,199
$ 6,964

Financial ConditionBalances as of December 31
General Fund
$28.989
Building Fund
(36,799)
Church Improvements 49,886
Benevolence Fund
2,397
Special Funds
107,400
Check EFT
237
Total
$ 152,091
Current Loan Balances Due:
Endowment
$ 67,946
Sanctuary Remodel 113,135
Payroll Protection Prog.15,212
Total Debt
$ 196,293
Loan Payments:
Endowment
Sanctuary
Required Payments

Offerings Still Needed
How can I give an offering?
1) Sign up for online giving through
filling out the application on our
website under:
Publication>Information&Forms>Stew
ardship and click on online giving or
if you are able, click on the link below
https://www.stjohnsmarion.org/
hp_wordpress/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/Online-giving.pdf.
After you fill out the application, email
to stjohnsfinance@gmail.com.
2) Use the offering envelopes assigned,
put a stamp on it, and send it in the
mail.
3) Set up Bill Pay through your
Financial Institution.
4) Donate on the website on the Home
page scroll down past Church Events
to Donate. Enter the amount to donate
and under which Fund is desired.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 235
318 E. Garfield Ave.
Marion, WI 54950
Pastor: Rev. Sara Gorman
pastorsara@stjohnsmarion.org
(920) 710-2881

$ 2,500
5,000
$ 7,500

Contributions
If you would like to make a
contribution to St. John’s
Lutheran Church, please scan
the QR Code to be
directed to PayPal.

Pastor Office Hours: M 9-12; Tu 1-4
Office Manager: Sheri Fuhrman
Janitor: Brenda Krueger
Financial Secretary: Mandy Malueg
stjohnsfinance@gmail.com
Phone: 715-754-5201
Website: www.stjohnsmarion.org
Email: churchoffice@stjohnsmarion.org
Finance Email:
accounting@stjohnsmarion.org

Prayers

Confirmation
Confirmation families, please be
checking your email regularly as
information about whether we are
meeting online or in person will be
sent to you. Also, if there are sermon
notes lying around the house, feel
free to drop them by when the office
is open, so we can get them
recorded!
9th grade Confirmation families be
sure to be checking your email as
well. As always, if there are any
questions, please let me know!

Sunday School



Ann



Bill



John

Curly (David)



Lorri



Darla



Michael

Prayers for Those
in Nursing Homes
& Assisted Living
Carol Hakala



Please watch on Facebook for
Sunday School Lessons.

Evelyn Rieckmann



Doris Aderman



Book Club

Monday, January 25 at 6:30 pm, a
new book club will be starting! This is
separate from That Thursday Night
Thing- Book Study and is geared to
anyone and everyone who likes
reading. Each month a new book will
be selected to read and discuss
together. The first two months have
been decided upon, but after that, it's
whatever the group is interested in.
Since this is a monthly book club, you
will be responsible for obtaining your
own book whether that's borrowing it
from the library, or buying it. We will
gather on Zoom until it is safe to gather
in person!
• Monday, January 25, 2021-Chasing
Vines by Beth Moore
• Monday, February 22, 2021-Ordinary
Grace by William Kent Krueger

Grace



Brian




Geneva



Braedon



Doris



Anne Erdman



Memorials
A special thank you to those who
gave in memory of:



Edna Arndt

Ernst & Eldora Krueger
Ken Lodewegen





Ken Mielke

Armond Schmidt



Yvonne Schoen



Gary Schuelke





Orley Sparks
Arlene Wuske

The memorials were designated to
the Building, General, and
Sanctuary Funds.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please join me in welcoming
David Oehlenschlager! David
started on December 7th, as
our Maintenance Manager.

Offering Envelopes
Attention all St.
John’s Members!
The envelopes for
2021 are here! With
COVID-19, there are a
few different options
to receive your
envelopes.
a. Please stop by
the St. John’s
office to pick them
up during office
hours M-Th 84:30p.m. If you are
not comfortable coming
in, feel free to ask

a friend or relative
to pick up the
envelopes for you.
b. Stop by during
the Communion Kit
Pick-up on January
on 9th from 10a.m.12p.m. or 10thth at
10a.m.-12p.m. or
at
the
annual
meeting on January
31st at 10a.m.
c. Call the church
office and request
for them to be
mailed to you.

January needs are
hamburger
helper,
cereal, and soup. For
more information call
715-754-2665.

For questions
about Mama’s
House of Hope
call
Bev
or
Carla at (715)
754-6262.

Remember to keep your Econo Foods
receipts. Drop them in the basket in the
Great Room or by the Car Port. Please
make sure when you turn your receipts in
they are in-tact. Any money collected
goes to our Building Fund. Ask your
friends and family if they are willing to
collect their receipts too. We receive 1%
of the total. St. John’s received $501.62
from the receipts collected this first half of
this year.

Backpack Program
During the month of February, St.
John's
Lutheran
Church
packs
backpacks at the Food Pantry at 10a.m.
every Friday. Three people are needed
to pack each week. Please contact 715754-2665 to volunteer.

Save the UPC symbol from Best
Choice and/or Clearly Brand products.
Cut the UPC symbol from labels or
cartons. For every 1000 labels saved,
St. John's Lutheran Church will earn
$30.

6:30p.m. Book Club

9:30a.m. Virtual Sunday
School

Tentative Annual Meeting

10:30a.m.

31

9a.m. Yoga

9a.m. Virtual Service

6:15p.m. Confirmation

12:30p.m. Quilting

27

26

25

12:30p.m. Quilting

24

5:30p.m. Council

20

6:15p.m. Confirmation

9a.m. Yoga

9a.m. Virtual Service

19

6:15p.m. Confirmation

9:30a.m. Virtual Sunday
School

18

17

10a.m.-12p.m.
Drive By Communion

5:30p.m. Worship Meeting

12:30p.m. Quilting

9a.m. Yoga

9:30a.m. Virtual Sunday School

Pastor Sara Gone until 19th

13

11

9a.m. Virtual Service

12:30p.m. Quilting

6

10

12

5

Wed

6:15p.m. Confirmation

9a.m. Yoga

Tue

9:30a.m. Virtual Sunday
School

4

9a.m. Virtual Service

Mon

3

Sun

That Thursday Night Thing

6:30p.m.

5:30p.m. Yoga

28

That Thursday Night Thing

6:30p.m.

5:30p.m. Yoga

21

That Thursday Night Thing

6:30p.m.

14

Everybody Always Book Chat

6:30p.m.

7

Thu

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

January 2021

30

23

16

10a.m.-12p.m.
Drive By Communion

9

2

Sat

If you are looking for a way to start the New Year, take the time to sit down and
fill out the form below. Share your answers together and discuss the memories
built over the last year.
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